“The Cask of Amontillado”
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     by Edgar Allan Poe Written in 1846
  Pre-Reading Questions
1. Has anyone ever done anything to you that made you want to get revenge on them? _______  
What did they do? ________________________
2. Have you ever gotten revenge on
 someone for something they did to you? _______ What did you do to them in return? ___________
 
3.  Why did you feel a need to get revenge?_____________________________________________________________________________
4. Explain how the revenge made you feel? __________________________________________

Did you get caught?  ______________ If you had gotten caught, would that have changed the feeling the revenge gave you? Explain. __________________________________________________ 

As You Read
1. Who is the “you” addressed in paragraph 1? _______________________________________________
2. What are Fortunato’s crimes against Montresor?  Does it matter? _____________________________
3. What is the quality of the revenge that Montresor seeks? ____________________________________
4. Consider the symbolism of the Carnival setting.  ___________________________________________
5. How does Montresor manipulate Fortunato? ______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What does his flattery of Fortunato suggest may be his real motive for killing him?  _____________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
7. What might be symbolic about the descent into the wine cellar? ______________________________
8. Can you point to any evidence of humor in the story? _______________________________________
9. To what extent is the reader being asked to sympathize with Montresor? ______________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Has Montresor’s crime been entirely successful? ____________________________________________
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